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broken, constructional work was suspended for a few
months. But it was not a period of complete inactivity.
He had planned his work for the following summer, and
during the winter months he pressed the snow-covered
country into service for the erection of his constructional
camps, the disposition of building material, provisions
and stores at convenient points over a long distance ahead,
One cannot help admiring the perspicacity of the man
identified with this peculiar enterprise. When he sought
financial assistance to further his scheme he argued that
directly the railway had negotiated the summit, remunera-
tive traffic would develop. So it proved. Confident in
these anticipations, the guiding hand had ordered con-
siderable rolling-stock to be hurried to Skaguay while his
graders were forcing their way to the summit, and when
the pass was overcome a service was inaugurated.
Yet it is doubtful if the engineer scarcely expected the
results that were experienced. The adequacy of his rolling-
stock over the first 40 miles was tested to breaking point.
The pack-trail over the pass was abandoned as quickly
as a candle is extinguished by a gust of wind when the
first train was announced. The miners braved the
elements, pitiless cold and dazzling snow, no longer. From
the railway to-day one can still see decaying evidences of
a bygone bustle and activity attending the trek of the
first prospectors and pioneers to the Klondike in the falling
shacks and huts scattered along the trail, which before the
advent of the iron horse were centres of life and revelry,
but which to-day are wrapped in forlorn desolation.
Scarcely a person enters or even passes their doors
now.
So soon as the winter broke, the engineer brought his
forces to the front once more* The line skirts Lake
Bennett. White Horse, on the head waters of the Yukon,
some 72 miles ahead, was the objective, and the engineer
was determined to reach that inland terminus that
season by hook or by crook. As the line skirts Lake
Bennett, and this sheet of water is navigable, he decided